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 Named Entity Corpus
Detecting Named Entities is valuable in several natural language applications for example, automatic text summarization, information retrieval, information extraction, question answering and machine translation. Because of the lack of this type of information, ALTEC has built this language resource to support research on Named Entity detection in Arabic. After consulting almost all available tag sets for Named Entities, ALTEC has built its own tag set to suite the nature of Arabic. Also a tool was designed to tackle the annotation tasks.
ALTEC Named Entity Tag Set

It consists of 104 tags representing 3 levels of information. The tag of the annotated term begins and ends in "ne" (standing for Named Entity) and every letter after "ne" represents a level in the hierarchy structure according to the design of the tag set. For example "الإسكندرية" is tagged as “</nelgc> الإسكندرية <nelgc>” to denote that it is a named entity, Location, Geographical, and City.
ALTEC Name Entity Annotation Tool

It is a Web based tool for the manual annotation of Named Entities. It has the following characteristics:

1. It is an online system that provides collaborative work as once a word is tagged, the system will suggest the same tag for all other occurrences of the same word in the corpus. This has helped in a more organized and effective work as if there is only one person who performed the task of annotation, i.e. high degree of consistency.
2. It facilities annotation at three levels: selected word level, text level and whole corpus level.
3. It deals with both diacretised and non-diacretized texts.
4. Annotated texts can be exported in plain text or XML, diacretized or non-diacretized.
5. It is a web application so it is a platform independent; any user can use it whatever the browser installed at his system is.

 Figure (1): A diacretized named entity output in text format. 
Figure (2): A non-diacretized named entity output in text format.


Figure (3): A diacretized named entity output in XML format.           Figure (4): A non-diacretized named entity output in XML format.
